Rhode Island State Council of Churches History
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n the winter of 1937, nearly 200 clergy and lay persons
representing 36 churches and synagogues attended
the organizational meeting of the Rhode Island State

The Rhode Island State Council of

Council of Churches, citing the need for cooperation between
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Jewish and Christian forces “to improve religious and social

to Become a Member

conditions in the community.” Together, Council members began
their work helping the underprivileged and the blind, supplying
chaplains to prisoners and Boy Scouts, and broadcasting religious
programs over the radio.
Now, 80 years later, the Council reaffirms its original mission and
builds on its congregational and interfaith roots by welcoming
Member Congregations and Community and Faith Partners.

They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the
Lord to display God’s glory…
Isaiah 61:3

©2016 Chris Haders Design

Current Denominational Members:
• African Methodist Episcopal Church
• African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church
• American Baptist Churches USA
• Church of God in Christ
• Episcopal Church in the USA
• Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
• Presbyterian Church (USA)
• Religious Society of Friends
• Salvation Army

C

elebrating 80 years, the Council invites Congregations
to join us as we draw on our roots, spread our branches
and seed new ventures.

Benefits of Congregational Membership Include:

•

Up front access to ecumenical events and cutting edge
conversations

• The United Church of Christ
• Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations
• United Methodist Church

Mission Statement:
The Rhode Island State Council of Churches, grounded in the
Christian message and seeking to be followers of Jesus, gathers

•

•

Access to clergy and community resources on
critical and timely issues

Expanded access to global and local mission work

denominations, congregations, organizations, faith leaders, and
individuals to serve as a catalyst for ecumenical, cultural, and

How to Get Involved?

interfaith dialogue; offer resources to and with each other; and

Contact: riscc@councilofchurchesri.org
RISCC, 100 Niantic Ave., Ste. 101, Providence, RI 02907
401•461•5558

advocate for peace and social justice.

